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March 11, 2008

Honorable Tim Pawlenty

Office of the Governor

130 State Capitol

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Dear Governor Pawlenty:

| received your letter dated March 6, 2008 stating your desire to receive congressionally
earmarked funding and your refusal to acknowledge Congress’ authority to direct
project spending on behalf of the State of Minnesota’s project requests.

As you know, your Administration has submitted and is seeking my support for a
significant number of earmark projects. These earmarks are often referred to as “pork”
and derided as wasteful spending by my Republican colleagues in Congress. In fact,
Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX) recently said, “The American people see earmarks as the
poster children of fiscal irresponsibility, the kissing cousin to unethical behavior, and an
all too frequent enabler of unlawful acts.” These harsh words, in my opinion;, do not
accurately describe the $165,000,000 in earmarks requested of my office alone by the
Pawlenty Administration for fiscal year 2009.

You stated that “Minnesota is willing to compete for funds as part of a general
appropriations process.” Be assured, | will support the State of Minnesota with this
long-term funding strategy, but without earmarks, few if any of the projects your
Administration submitted qualify for funding through any applicable merit-based or
competitive allocation process in President Bush’s fiscal year 2009 budget.

Making the task of securing your Administration’s earmarks even more difficult is the
fact that President Bush has directed federal agencies to ignore all earmarks for fiscal
year 2009 (Executive Order 13,457 entitled “Protecting American Taxpayers from
Govemment Spending on Wasteful Earmarks”) and Senator McCain, if elected
President, has vowed to veto any appropriations bills containing earmarks. Therefore,
even if | am successful in securing your Administration’s $165,000,000 in earmarks this
year, the positions taken by President Bush and Senator McCain would likely result in
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zero federal funding to benefit the Minnesota National Guard, the Central Corridor LRT,
and Metro Transit.

It is indeed perplexing that you feel you deserve to receive earmarked federal funds
while refusing to agree to the accountability measure put forth by my office. In addition
to the extensive accountability reforms that were implemented in the 11 0™ Congress by
the Democratic majority, every Member of Congress — all 435 of us — is free to
determine their own process for accountability, verification and evaluation of earmark
projects prior to submission to the Appropriations Committee. In fact, as you know, two
of my Republican colleagues from Minnesota have established their own unique
earmark process by deciding not to submit any project requests for needed investments
in Minnesota. '

Governor, there are times when leadership requires working to advance the interests of
the people we are elected to serve rather than political aspirations or pleasing narrowly
focused ideological patrons. In this case it appears you want to submit your earmarks,
spend the “pork” and still refuse to support Congress’ Constitutional authority to direct
spending. Regardless of my disappointment with your posturing on this matter, it is my
intention to work to responsibly and appropriately seek federal investments that will
meet the many unmet needs of Minnesota and the families we both serve.

Sincerely,

.

Betty
Member of Congress

cc:  Chairman David Obey, Committee on Appropriations
Rep. TimWalz - :
Rep. John Kline
Rep. Jim Ramstad
Rep. Keith Ellison
Rep. Michele Bachmann
Rep. Collin Peterson
Rep. James Oberstar
Sen. Norm Coleman
Sen. Amy Klobuchar



STATE OF MINNESOTA

Office of Governor Tim Pawlenty
130 State Capitol # 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, Boulevard ¢ Saint Paul, MN 55155

March 6, 2008

Representative Betty McCollum

U.S. House of Representatives

1714 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510

Dear Representative McCollum:

As you are aware, my Administration has requested Congressional funding for various
Minnesota initiatives and needs. Those initiatives are meritorious and deserving of
your consideration and support.

Your office has informed my staff that Minnesota’s funding requests must be
accompanied by a statement certifying my Administration’s support for the
congressional earmarking process. We have further been informed that any request for
funds that does not include such a statement will be considered incomplete.

The requests that have been made have substantial merit and I believe they could
withstand a competition for funds with other projects if the process is fair and
administered as part of a sufficient general appropriation to the relevant federal agency.
Accordingly, our requests will not be accompanied by the certification of support for
the earmark process that you are demanding. Ibelieve the earmarking process is in
need of reform.

The funding requests we have made have merit, and they should receive funding.
However, it is not my place to tell you how to best position those requests for federal
funding in the challenging political and procedural environment you must navigate as a
member of Congress.

It has also been brought to my attention that only you and Congressman Ellison are
requesting this type of certification. It seems that you are creating a two-tier
expectation between different states and even different members of Congress.

Minnesota is willing to compete for funds as part of a general appropriation process. It
would be disappointing if you decline to support these projects or that you hold
Minnesota to a different standard than requests from other states.

Voice: (651) 296-3391 or (800) 657-3717 Fax: (651) 296-2089 TDD: (631) 296-0075 or (800) 657-3598
Web site: l'utt]-:r:;r [www.governor.state.mn.us An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Thank you for your service to our state and nation.
Sincerely,

\.—?ﬁ

Tim Pawlenty
Governor



Office of Congresswoman Betty McCollum (MN-04)
Requesting Project Funding in the FY 2009 Appropriations Cycle

Introduction
Seeking a congressionally directed appropriation for federal funding or report language is a
highly competitive process due to the following factors:

the large number of requests received each year;

the constrained federal budget environment;

Bush Administration’s rejection of congressionally directed appropriations or instructions;
House rules governing the appropriations process and heightened scrutiny for all project
requests.

Our office thoroughly evaluates each request we receive to determine project priorities. A
select number of all proposals are submitted to the relevant appropriations subcommittee by a
deadline set by that subcommittee. The Congresswoman enthusiastically supports these Fourth
District priority projects and, when appropriate, projects benefiting other parts of the state or the
state as a whole. Nonetheless, making a request does not guarantee a project will be submitted
for final consideration by the House Appropriations Committee.

Submitting a Project Proposal

Final deadline for submission for consideration of potential FY09 appropriations
reguests is Monday, March 3, 2008 at 6:00pm. This deadline will be strictly enforced and no
request submitted after this date will be considered.

To submit a request:
1. Go the web link: www.mccollum.house.gov/request
2. Fill out the web form and click the “submit” button.

a. The contents of the form will be automatically emailed to our office. This is the
general form used for all FY09 appropriation project requests. If additional
information is required, we will contact you. If you choose to send additional
background information with your request, please do so as an email attachment.
Materials sent through postal mail can take up to two weeks to reach our office
due to security screening.

3. In addition to the web form, our office requires a signed request letter (on applicant’s
official letterhead) from the submitting government unit, company or organization.

a. Specifically, for private sector companies and non-profit groups, the letter should
be signed by the CEO or executive director.

b. For municipalities, other local units of government and State agencies, the letter
should be signed by the most senior elected official (i.e. Mayor, County Board
Chair, Sheriff, County Attorney, and Governor).

c. President Bush’s decision to reject congressional authority to direct funding
threatens all appropriations requests. As a result, any project application will not
be complete and will not be considered for submission if the requested letter
does not include the following language:

i. “By submitting this request | support Congress’ authority to direct
project specific funding decisions to federal departments and
agencies, as well as instruct federal departments and agencies
through report language of congressional intent on matters of
funding and policy interpretation.”




Notification & Communication

In early-April, 2008 you will be notified as to whether a request was submitted on your behalf. If
a request was submitted, you can expect a long waiting period before knowing whether funding
was provided. Each appropriations bill is considered by the U.S. House at different times
throughout the late spring and summer. Some bills include member projects while others do
not. Because final appropriations bills are negotiated between the House and Senate,
requesting that your project also be submitted by a U.S. Senator is advantageous.

While our office will work to keep you informed, you are encouraged to play a proactive role in
monitoring the progress of your request as appropriation bills move from House to Senate and
from Senate to Conference Committee.

Due to the increased number of submissions, appropriation project requests are being divided
by subcommittee of jurisdiction as follows:

Peter Frosch: Defense, Energy and Water, Interior and Environment, Military Construction-
Veterans Affairs, State Department/Foreign Operations, Legislative Branch, and Transportation-
HUD.

Emily Lawrence: Agriculture, Commerce-Justice-Science, Financial Services, Homeland
Security and Labor, Health, Human Services and Education.

You should feel free to contact us anytime for information.
Peter Frosch Emily Lawrence

Senior Legislative Assistant Legislative Director
Office of U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum Office of U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum
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