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	Dear Friend, 

This week, I have been part of a bipartisan Congressional Delegation visiting Iraq. I encourage you to tune into MPR's Midday (KNOW FM 91.1) on Monday, August 16th from 11:00am to 12:00pm to hear more about my trip to Iraq and the Middle East. Listeners can ask questions by calling 651-227-6000.

In addition, I invite you a community meeting on Monday evening where I will present my findings and answer questions or concerns directly from the community:

Monday, August 16th
7:00 pm- 8:00 pm
Hallie Q. Brown Community Center (MLK) - Canteen room, 270 Kent Street N, St. Paul 55102
If you have not signed up for my e-newsletter, please click here to stay updated. Please visit my website for the latest information on the work I do on behalf of Minnesota families. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely,
[image: image2]
Congresswoman Betty McCollum
Serving Minnesota's 4th District

News Alert:

Update on Iraq
After visiting Baghdad and Falluja, security continues to be the major obstacle to significant progress in Iraq. Insurgent factions are slowing reconstruction efforts and making life for Iraqi families dangerous and difficult with limited electricity, no clean water and the constant threat of car bombs and kidnappings.

I am very impressed with the efforts of U.S. troops and civilian officials working in hostile and a very difficult environment. Our soldiers, humanitarian aid workers, diplomats and the new Iraqi government officials are working together and taking some positive steps forward, but this is a long journey and a stabile, secure and self-sufficient Iraq is not yet in sight.

Read more about my visit to Iraq. 

Read about the major changes in Iraq since my visit last fall.

View the number of coalition forces serving in Iraq.

Nonpartisan Budget Office Finds Bush Tax Policy Shifts Burden to Middle Class Families
Today, a new report by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) confirms that the Bush Administration's tax cuts disproportionately benefit the wealthiest Americans and have shifted a higher tax burden onto middle class Americans.

The new CBO numbers are sad proof that President Bush has turned his back on middle class families by shifting the tax burden from the wealthiest onto them. Not only is this unfair, but it ignores the 1.8 million private sector jobs that have been lost under the Bush administration. Wages are not keeping up with inflation, and the costs of health care and energy are soaring for all Americans.

Read more about the CBO Report on the Bush tax cuts. 

	McCollum Joins St. Paul Police Chief Harrington for National Night Out

[image: image3]
Last week, Congresswoman Betty McCollum joined St. Paul Police Chief John Harrington as they visited several of the more than 200 neighborhood block parties and gatherings across the city. 

"National Night Out is a terrific opportunity to meet neighbors and learn more about keeping our families and community safe," said McCollum. "Hometown security is critical to Homeland Security and depends on friends and neighbors looking out for one another. Community policing reduces crime and keeps neighborhoods stable when residents know their neighbors and become true partners with local law enforcement."

The Week Ahead

Monday, August 16th -- Iraq Town Hall at the Hallie Q. Brown Community Center in St. Paul 

Tuesday, August 17th -- Homeland Security Roundtable with Congressman Martin Sabo at the State Capitol

Wednesday, August 18th -- Medicare Town Hall Forum at Wilder Adult Day Health in St. Paul 

Thursday, August 19th -- International Relations Committee Hearing on Implementing the 9/11 Commission Recommendations
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