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Mr. Chairman, I have an amendment at the desk, which I am offering with Congressman Cummings of Maryland.
Mr. Chairman, my amendment would mirror a critical recommendation of the bipartisan 9/11 Commission (The 9/11 Commission Report, Pg. 395) by establishing what I call the:U.S. Freedom and Liberties Board (FLB) within the Executive Office of the President.  
This board will analyze and review the actions of the Executive Branch and ensure that the civil liberties and the privacy of the American people are protected and respected.
The 9/11 Commission identified the need for such an office within the federal government to ensure our freedoms are not dismissed or trampled upon by intrusive federal laws or federal agents, but appropriately protected and respected.  
The 9/11 Commissioners wrote, “if there is substantial change in the way we collect and share intelligence, there should be a voice within the executive branch for those concerns” (Pg. 395).  
Today, at our own peril, this voice in the executive branch is frighteningly silent.
My amendment will help ensure that our freedoms in these United States are protected.  For example, many of us have serious concerns about the expansion of the PATRIOT Act in HR 10 and the bill’s potential to undermine our liberties – 
eroding the very freedoms, the American life we are fighting to protect in this war on terrorism.  

For this very reason we need to formally establish in the law a voice for our liberties and our freedoms that will protect Americans from the excesses and abuses at the hands of institutions or individuals within our own government.  
Some might say that my amendment is not needed.  Yes, the President recently issued an executive order to create a civil liberties board (EO 13353, August 27, 2004).  This symbolic act is a well intended, but I will never entrust the freedoms of the American people to a presidential order that can be revoked at a moments notice.  
Congress must act and exercise our voice, our wisdom and our power to protect this nation’s freedoms.    
The executive order creates a board that has the “fox both guarding the hen house, as well as investigating both who took the eggs and who ate the hens.”  
How convenient for the fox.  

The executive order asks the very agencies and departments that are likely to be the subject of challenges and complaints to sit on the president’s board (EO 13353, Sec. 4). This is a recipe for cover-up, not accountability.
Furthermore, the board has no subpoena authority, no mandate to investigate anything unless requested by an agency and no requirement to meet regularly, or at all.  

Our amendment, in contrast, would create the U.S. Freedom and Liberties Board comprised of a bipartisan collection of members who are independent of the Administration (McCollum Amdt. Pg. 3, Line 8).  They would be required to report back to Congress (McCollum Amdt. Pg. 5, Line 4-21) and possess full subpoena powers (McCollum Amdt., Pg. 7, Line 19).  

The sole mission of the U.S. Freedom and Liberties Board would be to protect the freedoms and privacy of the American people from an overreaching federal bureaucracy.  The Board will advise the President on matters of privacy and civil liberties (McCollum Amdt. Pg. 2, Line 9), but not report to the Administration, and they will coordinate with executive branch agencies and their leadership (McCollum Amdt. Pg. 4, Line 15), not take orders from them.  
I propose the U.S. Freedom and Liberties Board to be a strong voice 
and completely reasonable measure to prevent the excesses too many Americans fear – to be unjustly targeted and victimized by one’s own government – for exercising the very freedoms Americans fight and die to protect.

As the 9/11 Commissioners wrote, “If our liberties are curtailed, we lose the values that we are struggling to defend” (Pg. 395).  I share this sentiment. 

Now, more than ever, we must defend our democratic values and show the world that strengthening national security and protecting our individual freedom and liberties are both necessary to fight a comprehensive war on terrorism.

I strongly urge my colleagues to follow the advice of the 9/11 Commission and create the U.S. Freedom and Liberties Board.  

I yield back the balance of my time. 
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