[image: image3.jpg]\
\ESENTATIVE

1cCollum





February 3, 2006

[image: image1.jpg]CONGRESSWOMAN

I MINNESOTA'S ath DISTRICT




Dear Friends:

 

During President Bush’s State of the Union Address, we heard a message of “stay the course.”  Along with a majority of Americans, I feel that our country is moving in the wrong direction.  The president talked about staying the course in the war in Iraq, making excessive tax cuts permanent, and irresponsible spending that is putting our nation into a trillion dollars of debt.  The president proposed no serious solutions to address our nation’s healthcare crisis.  Mr. Bush also ignored the massive corruption scandal undermining the Republican leadership in Congress. 

Before the president’s speech, I heard from Minnesota opinion leaders, college students, health professionals, workers and retirees about the true condition of our community and our state at a listening session at the State Capital.  Click here to read my full statement assessing the State of the Union.  Individual statements by witnesses can be read by clicking here. 
Yesterday, during his visit to Maplewood, MN, President Bush promoted U.S. global competitiveness through education but ignored his administration’s under-funding of No Child Left Behind Act by $40 billion.  The president never answered how America will remain competitive when Republicans in Washington have put college education out of reach for millions of students.  This week, Republicans in Congress slashed $12 billion from student financial aid by a vote of 216-214.  Read more about the Republican cuts to education. 

Congress must invest in the education of America’s future generation if our nation will remain the world’s economic leader. This is why I joined my Democratic colleague to introduce an ‘Innovation Agenda’ last fall that would educate 100,000 new scientists, engineers, and mathematicians in four years; redouble our nation’s commitment to research and development; push for energy independence in ten years; create affordable broadband access for all Americans; and strengthen small businesses so they can continue to innovate and compete. Read more about the Democratic Innovation Agenda.
 

Sincerely,
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Congresswoman Betty McCollum

Serving Minnesota's Fourth Congressional District

 

 

Sign up for my E-Newsletter by visiting:  http://mccollum.house.gov/e-news.
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Congresswoman McCollum meets with Minnesota students representing the National Catholic Education Council. The students delivered personal letters from Minnesota Catholic school superintendents expressing their views on education.  














