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- old Afghani
girl is engaged. .

Help end the traced
of (Ijjhj]d marriagge /

When Texas law enforeement raided] the Yerrning e Fion
Ranch this spring; they found that at lagst 31 Firle—gome 55
Foung a= 14-—had been foreed into marriage and had chil

dren or were pregnant, The mediz devoured Ekee stery, and it
s shoolking, but had journaliats loolkedl bieyored s Farders,

oo
Girls must
never be
treated as a
commodity
to be given to
. ITAan.,
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EETTY MECOLLLIM

e

they would have discoverad thet ehi Id marriage is
eommon in parie of Africs, Soeh Asis and Latin
Americs, In faet, ane in seven givls in all devaloping
eouniries execpt Ching marvies before she's 15;
Tragically most ¢hild hrides |aad dopressingly simi-
larlives, A girl s typically marviad th-a ek oldear
mizn she may not have sven mel, She must drap ozt of
schinol and faces grave health threats. “Young brides
are et high' risk of HIV/ATDS hecaze thair lishands
often have multiple partners,” says Adricane Ger
main, president of the International Women's Health
Coalition. Many ckild brides are victims of domests
violenee, and complications from pregnancy iz the top
Killer of adolescent girls in developing countries.
Sadly, this practice Is often 2n ast of economic s
vival. “Parents think girls need te be married 1o have
good lives,” says Margaret E, Greene, a director at
the Internstional Conter for Research on Wornen,

Putting an end to child marriage vaquires both humani-
tarion efforie and legialative changs, Urge corigressional
representatives from your state to support the Interhational
Proteeting Girls by Prevanting Child Mervisge Act, intro-
duced by Representative Berty I Collum (T—Minn 3. (Visit

glarmoureom/news to see a sample letter | “Whether Armeri.
cun, Bthiopian or Niearaguan,” says MeCallum, “givla

(a0 b glam et o/ fevis desorve the right to enter adulthood and desicde for Uham-

ta lesrn hewn o el
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selves whio thel hushand will pe.*
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1 Mia Farrow and Waady
Allen Woody wed |ovar
Wiz’ adopted daughter Saon-¥

2 Eleaner of Aquitaine and Louis
Yl These cienturias of unroo

can Getraced o the: qusen's enli
fran the Franch menarnch

3 Hapnlhan and Jﬂ‘.'.lﬂphil‘le Tha
emprasswas kicked tothe
curb for failing to procuce an heir

Jane and Jack Welch Her big
settiement fram GES CEO ean-
firmed: “Comporate wifs® €3 real joes

Sonny and Cher Ten y=ars aftar
thay tald the werld 7| Gar Yo,
BahE, " thie codple Untied the kst

i) Jennifer Aniston and
Brad Pitt Rormemboer

how shocking the breatus of

Arrrica's sweethaars was?

Regis Philbin ane Kathis Les
Gifford Their cn-aic chiiristny
aingad—till Chatty Kathie taek = hike.
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8 le and Tina Turner
Three chesrsfor Ting
for ditching her abusive
husband snal manager.

Madonna and Sandra

Bernhard The pair hincard
they were miom tHar fiends,
ther dicdn't speak for yesr:

PR, D

1 Laverne
and Shirley
Fans ware strlcken
whien PEI'IH:,'
Marshall ard Circly
Williarms repert-
adly feused and
fFated ways.

Egmert paraistis Divarss lewyer Ban Felger.
nevallit Ty Metditan snd histary
profisercr Rodsdc Phillos, sathor o Unsing
the Knoto & Shart Histany of Divarce,
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