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 Death Penalty Facts 
 

• 128 death row inmates have been exonerated since 1973.1  
 

• In 2007, 88% of the world’s executions were carried out by 5 countries: the 
United States, Iran, China, Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan.2 

 
• Death penalty cases cost state taxpayers millions more than imprisoning 

inmates for life without parole in maximum security prisons.3 
 

• 84% of criminal experts say that capital punishment does not deter crimes.4 
 

• Homicide rates in states with capital punishment are 48-101% higher than in 
states without the death penalty.5 

 
• Today, less than half of Americans support the death penalty over life without 

parole.6 
 

• More than 40% of death row inmates are African American, and multiple 
studies have found that the race of victims and defendants has a dramatic 
impact on death sentencing rates.7  
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