THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
March 23, 2009

The Honorable Betty McCollum
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative McCollum:

Thank you for your letter to President Obama expressing your support for the extension of
Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) for the approximate 3,500 Liberians living in the United
States whose current grant of DED is set to expire on March 31, 2009.

President Obama has decided to extend the deferral of enforced departure for an additional 12
months from March 31, 2009. The Administration remains committed to our partnership with
Liberia and will continue to support the country’s efforts to rebuild and to support the return and
reintegration of displaced citizens and refugees.

Sincerely,
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(, JOHN O. BRENNAN

~~ Assistant to the President for Homeland Security
and Counterterrorism




