Iraq: October 2003 to August 2004

Congresswoman Betty McCollum Last Visited Iraq October 25-27, 2003
Major Changes in Iraq Since McCollum October 2003 Visit

Troop Levels

· 138,000 U.S. troops on the ground

· 21,000 Coalition troops

· 9/10 troops on the ground are U.S. troops
U.S. Troop Casualties
· 614 U.S. troops killed in Iraq between October 1, 2003-August 10, 2004 (2/3 of U.S. casualties since beginning of war)
· 931 killed March 2003-August 10, 2004
Transition to an interim Iraqi government

· Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
· January 2005 elections in jeopardy due to lack of security
New Insurgent Tactics
· Greater sophistication and coordination in attacks

· Kidnappings – Beheadings

·  Innumerable car bombs killing thousands of civilians

· Assassinations of public officials

Abu Ghraib Prison Abuse Scandal (Iraq and Afghanistan)
· 94 cases of abuse document by Army Inspector General

· Including 40 deaths of prisoners in custody

· 20 deaths determined to be homicide

· Determined “no systematic abuse”
Halliburton’s profiteering, abuse and waste (other contractors as well)

· Memo to Rep. McCollum from U.S. NGO in Iraq: “Tension is mounting in local communities and within the NGO community in connection with some of the work being done by international for-profit companies.  NGO’s have reported sub-standard work completed by the contractors.”

Re-Bathification of the Iraqi Military and Police

Reconstruction Efforts Impossible in War
· $19 billion in U.S. reconstruction funding approved in 2003

· Only $450 million spent so far due to lack of secure environment.
