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	Dear Friend, 

This week, I met with community residents to present my findings and answer questions and concerns directly from the community upon my return from a fact finding trip to Iraq and the Middle East. You will find more information on the Iraq Town Hall below. You can also listen to the MPR Midday interview I participated in earlier this week by clicking here. 

Disturbing news reports indicate that dangerous individuals are being housed with vulnerable residents in nursing homes and in some cases resulting in physical and sexual abuse. I am calling on the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to investigate these reports. Read more about my request below.

If you have not signed up for my e-newsletter, please click here to stay updated. Please visit my website for the latest information on the work I do on behalf of Minnesota families. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
[image: image2]
Congresswoman Betty McCollum
Serving Minnesota's Fourth District

News Alert:

Reports On Iraq
This week, I presented my findings on my travel to Iraq and Israel, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria to assess the regional security situation, condition of U.S. troops and steps towards restarting the Middle East peace process. Our troops are working hard to secure Iraq, but the situation is spiraling out of control. Iraq is a war zone. Establishing security is the first step towards a stable, self-governing Iraq. I am very disappointed this White House, eighteen months after the start of this war, still does not have a plan for securing the peace or an exit strategy for our troops. 

View photos and read more about Iraq. 

Federal Investigation of Sex Offenders in Nursing Homes
This week, I called on the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to investigate and report on the prevalence of sex offenders and prisoners placed or paroled into nursing homes. News reports indicate that dangerous individuals are being housed with vulnerable residents in nursing homes and in some cases resulting in physical and sexual abuse. The reports of physical and sexual abuse occurring in nursing homes are appalling I am deeply concerned about the lack of oversight of the sex offenders placed into these facilities. We must do everything we can to protect the health and safety of nursing home residents.

Read more about my request for a GAO report. 



	McCollum and Seniors Discuss Medicare
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Congresswoman McCollum hosted a Medicare Town Hall at the Wilder Adult Day Health in St. Paul to assist senior citizens and their families navigate the complicated and confusing Medicare prescription drug law recently signed by President Bush. McCollum answered questions from seniors about the new law and what it means for seniors and the disability community. For more information on the Medicare discount card, click here.

The Week Ahead 

Tuesday, August 24th - International Relations Committee Hearing With 9/11 Commission Chairs

Wednesday, August 25th - Meeting with MN Assistance Council for Veterans

Thursday, August 26th -- American Refugee Committee tour & reception
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