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Students display artwork at Capitol
Inver Grove Heights, Rosemount teens stand out

BY TOSHIYUKI INABA
Washington Bureau

Students from Rosemount and Inver Grove Heights are among more than 300 high school-age artists whose 
works are being displayed on Capitol Hill over the next year.

Brad Renn, 19, and Amanda Kohn, 17, are congressional district winners in the 23rd annual Congressional Art 
Competition in Washington, D.C. Their works began hanging last week and will be displayed for the next year in 
a passageway beneath the U.S. Capitol.

"It's really nice to meet other people, other artists that are in town," said Renn, a Rosemount High School grad. 
"It's a great experience to be here."

Renn's pastel, "Portrait of a Woman," won first prize in Minnesota's 2nd Congressional District, represented by 
Republican U.S. Rep. John Kline.

For Kohn, a senior from Inver Grove Heights who attends Concordia Academy in Roseville, the winning entry was 
her pencil drawing titled "Shoes," which won the competition in Democratic U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum's 4th 
Congressional District.

"This is one of the first competitions I have been in, so (my mother) is excited about it," Kohn said on Capitol Hill 
last week after winners attended a ceremonial ribbon-cutting.

More than 300 members of Congress coordinated local competitions to select winners to represent their districts. 
Some members of Congress did not participate.

"When I got elected to Congress and I realized that there was an opportunity to encourage young adults to 
explore their creative energy through arts, I was very pleased to be able to invite them to be involved in the 
competition," McCollum said.

Kohn said "Shoes" was originally a poem she wrote. The drawing features a pair of shoes left on a staircase, with 
a girl's face and legs separately drawn in the background.

Kohn said she is not considering an art career but enjoys it as a hobby. In Renn's "Portrait of a Woman," he drew 
the face of a woman, with gradations of colors shown in the eyes and cheek. Renn said he portrayed a Utah 
sunset in the background.

Renn said he uses art to "let my emotions out." He is interested in music and going to the Institute of Production 
& Recording in Minneapolis.

Other winners from Minnesota include Eric Williams of Brooklyn Park for his pastel "Tranquility," from the 3rd 
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Congressional District represented by U.S. Rep. Jim Ramstad, R-Minnetonka; and Abigail Kramer of Richmond, 
Minn., for her photo "Nathanael," from the 6th Congressional District represented by U.S. Rep. Mark Kennedy, R-
Watertown.

SEE THE ART ONLINE

Brad Renn: www.isd196.k12.mn.us/rhs/art/images/bradrenn.jpg

Amanda Kohn: On www.mccollum.house.gov, search for "Amanda Kohn"
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